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IOSH’s Rural Industries Group (RIG) is pleased to announce this new networking 

event entitled ‘Occupational water safety – a new frontier?’

It follows a recently published article in SHP on water 
safety, written by the RIG’s Vice-Chair Alan Plom, in which 
details provided of an HSE prosecution highlight significant 
implications for those responsible for managing operations 
on water, and an apparent gap in suitable training.

Working in association with the Royal Life Saving Society UK 
(RLSS UK) and WaterWise Training Ltd, this event will raise 
awareness of the issues and precautions associated with 
occupational water safety, in order to promote safe working 
on or near water. The event will provide information on two 
recently developed training packages: the RLSS UK’s National 
Water Safety Management Programme (NWSMP) and the 
WaterWise Training Foundation Course.

What’s in it for you?
This interactive workshop will include a number of 
key presentations, followed by a series of practical 
demonstrations, all of which intend to:
- explore and change cultural perceptions – as well as the 

‘blind spot’ – around occupational water safety
- provide an analysis of relevant incidents
- update delegates on relevant legislation, protective 

equipment and standards
- inform delegates of examples of good practice and 

available training
- explore the merits of different approaches to training
- encourage joint working and production of further 

guidance, information and initiatives.

Through attending this action-packed event, you can expect 
to learn:
- the typical causes and locations of fatalities (particularly 

drownings) and injuries related to working on water

- safe systems of work on or near water
- rescue techniques
- relevant legislation, standards, technology and good 

practice
- how to identify gaps in your systems and training needs
- how to identify further training needs and provisions.

Attending this event also offers you the chance to network 
with other delegates and speakers.

Who should attend?
This event is relevant to anyone carrying out or managing 
work on or near water, and is aimed both at IOSH members 
and non-members across all industry groups.

This event is not aimed at those who are already trained and 
regularly involved in ‘technical’ rescue techniques, eg the 
emergency services.

What you need to know
Delegates are encouraged to take the opportunity, after the 
event, to experience what it’s like to wear (and inflate) a 
lifejacket in the water. This will take place under controlled 
conditions, with dry suits provided, but come prepared to get 
wet! Please state at the time of booking if you would like to 
get involved in this activity.

Please wear or bring suitable clothing for the outdoor 
demonstrations.

The event includes lunch and refreshments.

If you gain value from this event, you may record it in your 
CPD portfolio.
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09.15  Registration and refreshments

10.00  Welcome – background, objectives and   
 arrangements for the day

 Alan Plom, Vice-Chair, IOSH Rural Industries Group

10.10  Introduction to the Nene Whitewater Centre 
 Kerry Downes 

10.20  Scope and scale of the problem 
 Damian Hall, Senior Consultant, Royal Life   

 Saving Society UK
 The evolution of occupational water safety from ‘life-

saving’ to ‘management of safe operations around 
water’, including safeguarding workers, protecting 
employers, and the development of the National 
Water Safety Management Programme

 The regulator’s perspective
 Ray Cooke, Head of Construction Sector Safety 

Team, HSE
 Accident history and review of relevant cases, 

legislation and guidance

11.00 Solutions – risk assessment, safe systems,  
 training and competence:

 A specialist contractor’s perspective
 James Maclean, Managing Director, Land & Water 

Group
 The Environment Agency’s perspective – learning 

from experience
 Construction Industry Training Board (CITB) 
 Learning from incidents and developing safer 

systems of work 
 Canal & River Trust (CRT)

11.40  Refreshments, networking and exhibition

12.00 Practical scenarios / demonstrations of  
 good practice:

 Managing operations adjacent to water
 Including: safe working on or from banks, etc
 Managing operations on water
 Including: safe working on pontoons or in boats
 Selection and maintenance of suitable clothing 

and PPE
 Including: lifejackets, buoyancy aids, etc
 Emergency planning – rescue and recovery 

procedures 
 Including: the consequences (physiological and 

psychological effects) of falling in water; suitable PPE 
and personal fitness; risk assessments and emergency 
planning; techniques for lifting people out of the 
water; and relevant first-aid training, etc

 Demonstrations will be performed by: RLSS UK, 
Nene Whitewater Centre, Outreach, and others to be 
confirmed

13.00  Lunch, networking and exhibition

14.00  Outside practical sessions / demos (as above)

15.00  Refreshments, networking and exhibition

15.20  The future – what do you need to do?
 Construction Industry Training Board (CITB)

15.30   Questions, discussion and feedback
 Chaired by: Alan Plom, Vice-Chair, IOSH Rural 

Industries Group

15.50  Summary
 Kevin Bywater MBE, Chair, IOSH Rural Industries   

Group

16.00   Close

16.00   Lifejacket water experience
 Delegates may take the opportunity, after the event, 

to experience what it’s like to wear (and inflate) 
a lifejacket in water. This will take place under 
controlled conditions, with dry suits provided.
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Booking information
Occupational water safety – a new frontier?
IOSH Rural Industries Group networking event, in association with the  
Royal Life Saving Society UK and WaterWise Training Ltd
06 November 2015 

Event fees
- IOSH members: £30 + VAT (£6) = £36
- Non-members: £35 + VAT (£7) = £42

The fee includes lunch and refreshments.

Book online...
Please go to www.iosh.co.uk/events to find the event listing 
and book your place online. 

Book by email...
Please send your completed booking form and payment 
details to bookings@iosh.co.uk.

Book by post...
Please post your completed booking form and payment 
to the Bookings team, IOSH, The Grange, Highfield Drive, 
Wigston, Leicestershire, LE18 1NN, UK. 

Book by phone...
Simply ring the Bookings team on +44 (0)116 257 3197 
and register your place using your credit or debit card.

Phone booking times: 09.00–17.00 UK time, Monday to 
Friday. 

Payment details

      I enclose a cheque made payable to IOSH Services Limited for   £

What type of account is the payment being made from? (please tick one)  Business  Personal 

Name and address of cardholder

Signature

email address (where your receipt will be sent)

Select one:   Visa  MasterCard  Eurocard  Switch  Maestro

Issue number (Switch/Maestro)Card number

Valid from Expiry

£Please charge my payment card

Security code (last 3 digits on signature strip)

Postcode

Date



Delegate details (your event/joining instructions will be sent electronically)

*As you want them to appear on your badge and the delegate list

Please copy this form if you’re booking other delegates. 

Sorry, we can’t accept bookings after 30 October 2015.

Acknowledgment
When we’ve received your booking and payment, we’ll confirm your place and send you more details by email. 
We must receive your payment at least five working days before the event. If you haven’t received your paperwork by 
30 October 2015, please contact the Bookings team on +44 (0)116 257 3197 or bookings@iosh.co.uk.

Cancellations
All events under £100 (excluding VAT) are non-refundable.

For more information, please contact the Bookings team on +44 (0)116 257 3197 or bookings@iosh.co.uk. 

IOSH will hold your personal details in its systems to administer this event booking and to tell you about forthcoming events, IOSH services or safety 
and health information that may be of interest to you. From time to time, we use contracted third-party agents to perform tasks on our behalf and 
will pass limited contact details to them for the specific contracted purposes. If you do not wish to receive such information, please tick this box. 

IOSH members: Your personal data contained within our systems will be used to fulfil our contractual obligations to you. Our full data protection 
policies can be found at www.iosh.co.uk/data-protection, or contact bookings@iosh.co.uk for further assistance.

A photographer may be at the event and photographs may be used in future marketing. Please tick the box if you don’t want your photo to be used 
in this way. 

All information provided in the programme is correct at the time of going to print. IOSH reserves the right to make appropriate changes as necessary.
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Title First name* Surname*

email

If you have any dietary or other special requirements, please list them

How did you hear about this event?  flyer  Connect  email  SHP  website  other.......................................................

Are you a member of IOSH   yes  no Membership number

FaxTel

Job title*

Organisation name*
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